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Multi-skilling. It's one of those coy
phemi that ab d in our age
of cut-backs in the name of (another

coy euphemism) “rationalisation”
Basically, it means that, with an
absence of job-security, you've got to
be prepared to do anything to
survive. Well, while those in
~stralght” occupations/fields might N
think this s something new, for
those in the arts it seems like simply
business as usual - there's never
been anything as cosy as “job
security” However, careers are

possible, even highly successful
ones, if you're prepared to put as
much creativity into your
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art/craft work. Here, Fred Stowart
profiles the career path of pioneering
local jeweller and academic, the
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gabie Dr D

to

show us how, with enough gusto,
such a career can be managed. In
addition, he reveals the incredibly
significant work Dorothy has done to
support and further craft in WA over

some forty years of passionate

o

histories with intornational standing as a jeweller, the career of Dr Dorothy

Combm.nq academic excellence 88 8 respected scholar on craft {and other)
Enckson (s, 10 put it muldly, 8 many faceted one

Erickson began her peofessional iife in 1959 as a pnmary school teacher when she
accepted a posting to Bolgart, the very same small country town in which she grew
Up. Two years lates, she earned a position at Nedlands Primary School as a
demonstration teacher. Shortly aftor taking up this appointment, though, she took
time off from teaching in order 1o spend a few years in the UK and Europe on an
extonded working holiday. Significantly, 8s it would turn out, her stay n England
peovided het with numercus opportunities 1o absorb London’s cultural life, such as
the (then) newly establshed Design Centres that were stocked with well designed
and crafted objects

Inspiced by the journoy, it was upcn her return to Perth in the mid-5ixtes that
Dorothy’s practical involverment with jeweliery began, when, having been given a
beautiful opal by her mother, she designed a pendant to be made up by local
ceattsman, Francis Gill, Whie ostensiily a minor event, it was to act ke a siow fuse
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